
 

TRANSPORT ACTION ATLANTIC

MINUTES 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

11 May 2019 
Halifax North Memorial Library Auditorium 

 2285 Gottingen St., Halifax, NS
2:00pm

1. Call to order/welcome 
• Welcome by TAA President Ted Bartlett. Guest speakers are welcomed, along 

with local railway historian and author Bill Linley.  
2. Regrets  

• Yves Bourgeois, Clark Morris, Howard Easton 
3. Adoption of agenda 

• Moved by Ashley Morton, seconded by Stan Choptiany 
4. Minutes of previous AGM (5 May 2018) – Tim Hayman 

• Adoption moved by Tim Hayman, seconded by Ashley Morton 
5. Business Arising from minutes 

• None 
6. President’s report – Ted Bartlett 

• See Appendix I 
7. Treasurer’s report – Don MacLeod 

• See Appendix II 
• Don MacLeod moves adoption, Ashley Morton seconds 

8. Auditor’s Report – Allan MacDonald 
• “I, Allan MacDonald, acting as auditor for Transport Action Atlantic, have 

examined the financial statements and records for Transport Action Atlantic for 
the year ending December 31, 2017.  The financial statements present fairly the 
financial position and results of operations for Transport Action Atlantic and are 
presented on a basis comparable with the preceding year.”  

9. Appointment of auditor 
• Don MacLeod moves appointment of Allan MacDonald, Bill Linley seconds. 

Approved. 
10. Nominating committee report/election of directors – Michael Perry / Don MacLeod 
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• Nominating committee presents continuation of the same board members as the 
previous year, with the removal of Yves Bourgeois (who has resigned). Call for 
nominations from the floor is made, no nominations are put forward.  

• Affirmed by vote.  
11. Website development/social media –Tim Hayman 

• Website and social media activities continue, engaging membership and 
maintaining active profile for TAA. Tim thanks Marcus Garnet and Ted Bartlett for 
assistance and support with maintaining activity on social media.  

12. New business 
• None. 

13. Presentation of John Pearce Award 
• Awarded to Mike Cassidy, president of Maritime Bus, in honour of ongoing efforts 

to maintain scheduled intercity transportation services through the Maritimes, 
work to expand the bus network, and his lead role in attempts to preserve and 
expand national bus services in the wake of the Greyhound withdrawal from 
western Canada. Michael Perry presents on behalf of TAA.  

14. Panel Discussion – David Mitchell, Mike Cassidy, and Stan Choptiany 
• Moderated by Ashley Morton. Panelists include David Mitchell, mayor of the town 

of Bridgewater, Mike Cassidy, president of Maritime Bus, and Stan Choptiany, 
TAA board member and former mayor of Saint Andrews. 

• David Mitchell speaks to Bridgewater Transit success – no longer a pilot 
program, now a core service for the town. Considerable increases in ridership. 
Province has provided funding for new bus. Flexibility in routes, but there are 
challenges if leaving municipal boundaries due to Utility and Review Board.  

• Stan Choptiany provides background on work in Southwest New Brunswick 
(SWNB) – the area is very diverse, and difficult to develop a transit plan that 
works. Trying to understand regional needs. Key lesson – government needs to 
buy in to the service/concept to make it work.  

• There is discussion of centralization, loss of services in rural areas. A major issue 
in SWNB.  

• David Mitchell – province has been a champion, but funding is not coming from 
where one might expect. Communities, Culture and Heritage has funded pilots.  

• Mike Cassidy – transit in Charlottetown has been championed and funded by 
local government, province took several years to come on line with support. Have 
learned that you need frequency and something more than vans to “look the part” 
and get people riding. David agrees, visibility as public transit is important to get 
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people to notice and shift behaviour. Notes that around 22,000 cars come in to 
Bridgewater every day, though population is only around 8,000. There is clearly a 
case for a regional transit system.  

• Mike notes that transit needs to be creative, and give people incentives to keep 
cars at home. Stan notes examples in Europe of this strategy.  

• Question: how do we expand regional transit? Mike – First thing you need is a 
local champion, then government commitment/support. Then ask for a pilot, with 
willingness to tweak and adapt (better than studies) – then move to permanent. 
David – remind people that transit is a public service. Nobody says that doctors 
“lose money”, or that other public services must be revenue-supported. Need to 
measure the non-revenue benefits.  

• Discussion about carbon tax and ways it could be used to support public transit.  
• David – bus route has brought new influx of development along downtown Main 

St., it’s a key component of spurring new developments including multi-story 
commercial/residential developments. 

• Mike – challenge with where you can drop people off on intercity routes. Need to 
minimize delays, but also get people close to where they want to be. E.g. new 
Maritime Bus service to Lunenburg County includes curbside drop-offs in Halifax, 
which have worked well.  

• Closing thoughts: what can we, as TAA, best advocate for?  
o Stan: find advocates within government. Embrace and encourage these.  
o David: Promote societal values of public transport. Anyone questioning 

the value of public transit should get on a bus and hear how it changes 
people’s lives. Bus becomes priceless.  

o Mike: We need this kind of advocacy group. Governments need to be 
reminded that intercity buses should be treated as public transit on 
highways between centres. 

15. Update/discussion on other issues 
• None. 

16. Adjournment – 4:05pm.  
Appendix I – President’s Report 
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Appendix II – Financial Report 
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